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Support: SB 3 An Act Combatting Sexual Assault and Sexval Harassment

COppose: SB 913An Act Concerning the Extension of the Statute of Lisnitations for the Prosccution of Sexual Assault
Good evenmy Senator Winfield, Representative Stafsirom and distinguished merbess of the Judiciary Committes.
My name is Carissa Conway, and [ am the Director of Prevention & Intervention Services at Women and Families
Center (WEFC). WFC 1w a nonprofit human service organiration that has served Connecticut residents for almost 135
years, Cur mission is to promots equity and quality of Hife through services that foster smpowerment and
independence. Qur sexuzl assault orisis services program 7s one of the ping community-based member ceniers of the
Connecticut Alliance o End Sexus! Violence (formerly CONNSACR). WFC provides serviees 1o survivors living or
working in Meriden, Wallingford, Chesghirs, Middlesex County and Greater Now Haven.

I am writing 1s support of 5B 3. An Act Combalting Sexual Assault and Sexnal Harassmeni {and 1o show my
opposttion to 8B 913 An Act Concerning the Extension for the Statuie of Limitations for the Prosecution of Sexual
Assault). For most sexual assault crimos, Connecticet law provides sorvivors of sexual violence with a mere five-
vear statute of Hmtations to bring their oifenders to justice, or, o find redress in the civil conrt. Connecticut has the
third shortest statute of hmitations 1t the counlry and the shortest overalt in New England. The impasts of sexual
violence can last a hifetime, bul for survivors of scxual vielence, the chance to seck help through our criminal justice
system does not.

Five yoars is nof enough time for many survivors (o coms lo terms with the unigue exparicnces commonly following
sexual violence: rauma; PTSD; and the blame, shame. and scrutiny received upon disclosing or roparting the abuse.
For some, after belng groomed i takes fime for vicins to realize the sexual assault was not their fanlt, The trauma
may not be visible but it clops time for many vicims. They nead {ime {0 come to terms with what happened Lo their
bodies and their psyches.

As a victim advocate, | recognize that victims need the right to take the time the need to disclose. Choosing to
disclose 15 a process, survivors ofton foel ot howw a sappert person may respond. I a response is supportive, over
time more information mav be shared.

At 5 voars, Connecticul’s civil and criminal statute of limitaiions has one of the shortest time frames in the country
for many victirns of sexual assawit. It is foo short, 28 states have sither no statute of Timitations for a period of 20
vears or more. Connecticni showld follow n the footsteps of these states and not limit the Bme victims of sexual
assault can seek justice,

Lurge vou lo pass 5B 3 An Act Cowbatting Scxual Assanlt and Sexual Harassment fo give victims Hme.

Thank you,
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Carissa Comvay

Director, Preventiion & Intervention Services
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